Concept mapping for meaningful learning.
The complexity of teaching, learning and assessment strategies remains a problem in nurse education especially with the changes in new curricula. This article explains one solution, which was considered and explored prior to implementation for the assessment of an inquiry-based module in nurse education. The overall aim for selecting this method of assessment was to provide consolidation of prior learning from the core content of the module and to give the students an opportunity to gain further, wide and varied knowledge on a number of concepts in a short period. Concept mapping has proved to be one of the most challenging learning experiences for nursing students. It has been identified as a stimulating learning and assessing tool as predominantly acknowledged over the last year, by nursing students on the Inquiry-Based Learning (IBL) BSc and Dip HE nursing education programmes, and also nurse educators who have the responsibility of facilitating the learners.